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n. Amendments to the Claims ; 

The following listing will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in this application: 

1 . (Currently amended) An intervertebral support system, comprising: 

a center portion dimensioned to he positioned i n an intervertebral space, said center 
portion having top and bottom recesses facing generally cnmiallv and candally when the center 
portion is positioned within the intervertebral space ; 

a top portion having a bottom recess facin g generall y caudal ly and , tfao bottom rec es s in 
the top portion interlocking with the top recess in the center portion when the top position 
portion i s positioned on top of the center portion within the intervertebral space; and 

a bottom portion having a top recess facing general l y craniallv and, tho top rooooo in the 
bottom position interlocking with the bottom recess in the center portion when the center portion 
is positioned on top of the bottom portion within the in tervertebral space. 

2. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1 , wherein the top and 
bottom recesses in the center portion are generally centrally located mid-way along the length of 
the center portion. 

3 . (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1 , wherein the bottom recess 
in the top portion and the top recess in the bottom portion are generally centrally located mid- 
way along the length of the respective top and bottom portions. 

4. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1 , wherein one end of the 
center portion is tapered downwardly from a top surface and upwardly from a bottom surface. 
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5. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1 , wherein each of the top, 
center and bottom portions have side grooves extending along opposite sides thereof, the side 
grooves each being adapted to receive a prong of a positioning tool therein. 

6. (Currently amended) The intervertebral support system of claim 1 , wherein the 
center portion has a generally flat top surface and a generally flat bottom surface, and wh e r e in 
the top portion has a generally flat top surface, and wherein the bottom portion has a generally 
flat bottom surface ; wher e in such that the top surfaces in the center portion and the top portion 
are generally co-planar when the top portion is positioned on top of the center portion, and 
wher e in such that the bottom surfaces of the center portion and bottom portion are generally co- 
planar when the bottom portion is positioned under the center portion. 

7. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 6, wherein each of the top 
and bottom surfaces have a plurality of small grooves formed therein, the grooves increasing 
sliding friction across the top and bottom surfaces. 

8. (Currently amended) An The intervertebral support system of claim 1 , 
comprising: 

a center portion having top and bottom recesses: 

a top portion having a bottom recess, the bottom recess in the top portion interlocking 
with the top recess in the center portion when the top portion is positioned on top of the center 
portion; and 
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a bottom portion having a top recess, the top recess in the b ottom position interlocking 

with the bottom recess in the center portion when the center portion is positioned on t op of the 

bottom portion, w herein the top and bottom portions are positioned parallel to one another and 

perpendicular to the center portion when the top portion is positioned on top of the center portion 

and the bottom portion is positioned under the center portion. 

9. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1 , wherein each of the top 
and bottom portions have a tapered end, and wherein the top and bottom recesses in the center 
portion each comprise ramp portions which are dimensioned to engage the respective tapered 
ends of the top and bottom portions such that the center and top portions can be respectively slid 
over the bottom and center portions with the recesses in the top and bottom portions interlocking 
with the respective recesses in the center portion. 

10. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 9, wherein the tapered ends 
of each of the top and bottom portions assist in advancing the top or bottom portion into a snap- 
fit position over the top and under the bottom recesses in the center portions. 

1 1 . (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1 , wherein the top and 
bottom portions are held against the center portion such that the recesses in the top and bottom 
portions interlock with the recesses in the center portion by pressure exerted between adjacent 
vertebrae. 
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12. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1, wherein each of the top, 
center and bottom portions of the support assembly are dimensioned to be received through 8 
mm surgical cannulae. 

13. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1, wherein each of the top, 
center and bottom portions ofthe support assembly are dimensioned to be received tough 6 

mm surgical cannulae. 

14. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1, wherein the top and 
bottom portions are interchangeable. 

1 5. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1, wherein the top, center 
and bottom portions are made from bone allograft. 

16. (Original) The intervertebral support system of claim 1, wherein the top, center 
and bottom portions are made from metal. 

17. (Currently amended) A method of supporting adjacent vertebrae, by assembling 
an intervertebral support assembly between adjacent vertebrae, comprising: 
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advancing a the center bottom portion having a top roceos into a patient's 
intervertebral space such that flie top and bottom r ecesses face generally cranially and caudally 
within the intervertebral space; 

advancing e the top eeater- portion having top and bottom recesses into the 
patient's intervertebral space such that the bottom recess f aces generally caudally within the 
intervertebral space and interlocks with the top rece ss of the center portion; and 

advancing a the bottom tep-portion into the patient's intervertebral space such that 
the ton recess faces generally cranially within the i ntervertebral space and? 

wherein the top portion hao a bottom r e cooo which i nterlocks with the top bottom 
recess in the center portio n, and tho bottom portion hao a top rooooo which interlocks with the 
bottom rooooD in the oonter portion ouch that a top ourfaoo of tho top portion is generally ooplanar 
with tho top ourfaoo of tho contor portion, and ouch that a bottom ourfaoo of tho bottom portion is 
g e n e rally ooplanar with the bottom surfac e of tho c e nter portion . 

1 8. (Currently amended) The A method of olaim 17 supporting adjacent vertebrae, by 
assembling an intervertebral support assembly between adjacent verte brae, comprising: 

advancing a bottom portion having a top recess into a patient's intervertebral sp ace; 

advancing a center portion having top and bottom recesses into the patient's 
intervertebral space; and 

advancing a top portion into the patient's intervertebral space, w herein the top portion has 
a bottom recess which interlocks with the top bottom recess in the center portion, and the bottom 
portion has a top recess which interlocks with the bottom recess in the c enter portion such that a 
top surface of the top portion is generally coplanar with the t o p surface of the center portion, and 
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such that a bottom surfacerfthe bottom portio n is generally coplanar with the bottom surface of 
the center portion, wheremte bottom portion and the top portion are advanced in a first 
posterolateral approach aritie center portion is advanced in a second posterolateral approach, 
wherein the first posterolataal approach is generally perpendicular to the second posterolateral 
approach. 

19. (Currently amended) The A method of ekam-l? supporting adjacent vertebrae, by 
assembling an intervertebral sup port assembly between adjacent vertebrae, comprising: 

advancing a bottonniortion having a top recess in to a patient's intervertebral space; 

advancing a center portion having top and bottom recesses into the patient's 
intervertebral space; and 

advancing a top portion into the patient's intervertebral spa c e, wherein the top portion has 
a bottom recess which interlocks with the top bottom r ecess in the center portion, and the bottom 
portion has a top recess which interlocks with the bottom recess in the center portion such that a 
top surface of the top portion is generally coplanar with the top su rface of the center portion, and 
such that a bottom surface of the bottom portion is generally copl anar with the bottom surface of 
the center portion, wherein the intervertebral support assembly has an X-shape. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 7, wherein each of the top, center and 
bottom portions are advanced into the patient's intervertebral space through minimally invasive 
surgical proc e dures cannulae . 
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21. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the surgical cannulae have an interior 
diameter not exceeding 8 mm. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the surgical cannulae have an interior 
diameter not exceeding 6 mm. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein each of the top, center and bottom 
portions are individually supported by a surgical tool having two prongs, and wherein each of the 
top, center and bottom portions has side grooves dimensioned to receive one of the two prongs 
therein. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein positioning each of the top, center 
and bottom portions in the patient's intervertebral space assists in prying apart adjacent 
vertebrae. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 1 7, wherein positioning any of the top, center and 
bottom portions comprises: 

advancing a tapered end of the portion over a ramp surface on an adjacent portion, 
the ramp surface on the adjacent portion being disposed within a recess on the adjacent portion, 
wherein a corresponding recess on the portion interlocks with the recess on the adjacent portion. 

26. (Currently amended) An intervertebral support system, comprising: 

a bottom portion having a top recess facing generally crania llv when the bottom 
portion is positioned within an intervertebral space ; and 
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a top portion having a bottom recess ftrinr rurally caudally and^hwthe 
«^<^^ the top recess of bottom portion tegetewhen the top 

portion is positioned on top of the bottom portion within the intervertebral space . 

27. (Currently amended) A method of supporting adjacent vertebrae by assembling an 
intervertebral support assembly between adjacent vertebrae, comprising: 

r ^A in? „ hnttom norti™ a ton recess and a top portion having a bottom 

recess; 

advancing a the bottom portion hav i ng a top roc ^ r i nto a patient's intervertebral 
space snrfi that the tor> «««« faces generally cranially; and 

advancing a the top portion h a v i ng a bottom tw m-i i nto a the patient's 
intervertebral space <™h that the bott o m n^ss faces generally caudally and 

i Th. 1 1 in fl i p +T " 1 111 1111 hnt tn m n n rt inT1 interlocks with ±e betteH1 ^ reC6SS 

on the tap bottom portion , u u h U iul a top curf nn u u u Oi u bott om p o rt io n L i g u i ui ally rn p lnnn r wi th 
q top Durfaoo top p uit i u n, and ro rh that u l ult om ourf nno u u d m b ullu m uurtinn i - C™om11 y 
ooplanar with a bottom portion on the top portion . 
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